Mrs. Mary Elizabeth Tyler Lutz
May 16, 1930 - April 24, 2020

Graveside Service for Mary Elizabeth Tyler Lutz, 89, of Alexander City will be Tuesday,
April 28, 2020 at 2:00 pm at the Hillview Memorial Park in Alexander City. We ask that
friends remain in their vehicles for the service. Rev. Steve Arnberg will officiate.
Mary passed away peacefully in her sleep on Friday, April 24, 2020 at her home. She was
born on May 16, 1930 in Birmingham, Alabama to Cecil Hale Tyler and Frances Finetta
Vann Tyler. She was an active member of the First Baptist Church in Alexander City.
Known as Wife, Momma, Grandmary, Coach Lutz, and serving in many other roles such
as mentor, teacher, and loyal friend, she had a lifetime of travel adventures with Red,
family and friends to most of the states and several countries, both for fun and for mission
work. She will be remembered for her faith, leadership, willingness to learn, positive
attitude and quick-witted comments. Her family always kidded her as things had to be
done “the Mary Lutz way” or not at all.
Originally from Woodlawn in Birmingham, she spent most of her teenage years swimming
and diving at Cascade Plunge. She met “Red,” her future husband, during a swim meet
there. She later attended the University of Alabama, and re-met Red in one of her classes.
They got married in their sophomore year while she was an Alabama Cheerleader and he
was the football player.
After college, she became a mom to Lee Ann and Bill and was a Physical Education
teacher at Shades Valley High School in Birmingham. Later in her career, the family
moved to Tuscaloosa and she was named Head of Girl’s Athletics at Holt High School.
She was instrumental in the state’s advancement of women’s sports by starting a
competitive volleyball team at the school promoting it throughout the state. She taught
dance, archery, health, softball and orienteering. She loved mentoring and helping
students achieve their potential and acquire self esteem, as she believed there was
nothing that was unachievable if one was willing to work at it. She received her double
Masters Degree at U of A and also served as an interim professor of Modern Dance at the

University.
Mary loved nature and fitness. Always the teacher, she could tell you the names of all the
trees, native plants and any bird. During the summers, she and Red served as instructors
on the waterfront at Camp Skyline in Mentone, teaching campers swimming, canoeing
and water safety. Many of her colleagues at the camp remain lifelong friends and get
together once or twice a year to share memories and spend quality time.
An active Sunday School teacher for college students and a church leader for the
Woman’s Missionary Union, Mary loved studying the Bible and sharing it with others. Her
first question to anyone upon meeting them, was, “What church do you attend?” If the
answer wasn’t clear, an invitation to her church followed. During the last several years of
her progressing Alzheimer’s, she didn’t remember many things about everyday life,
however, if she was at church, you would never have noticed her lack of memory. She
knew the word of her Lord and Savior and quoted the Bible without hesitation.
She was always generously sharing (things, time and knowledge). Truly, she cared for
others more than for herself. She regularly delivered for Meals on Wheels and along with
Pat, started a Bible study group in her neighborhood which is still meeting many years
later.
And chocolate — she loved it. She used to run 6 miles a day and reward the run with a
fresh pan of homemade brownies. If you were lucky, she might let you lick the spoon.
She was a Master Gardener and snow and water skier. The Grandchildren will always
remember her for days-long Monopoly games which she ruthlessly won by owning all the
utilities and railroads.
Married for 69 years, she was a dedicated and loyal coach’s wife. Their love for each
other was evident and envied. During her last years, Red and Mary would sit on the couch
together with their pets, telling each other how much love they had for each other and
conversed about their lifetime of memories.
She is survived by her husband, Harold Edward "Red" Lutz; daughter, Lee Ann Lutz
(Gregorio Andrade Gonzalez); son, William Edward Lutz (Teresa Thomas); grand son-inlaw, Jeremias Andrade Huerta (Marisol Coria Muñoz); grandchildren, Kelly Francis Walsh
(Laura McBane) of NY, Chelsea Jordan Lutz, Andrew Graham Walsh of NC, William
Thomas Lutz (Jordan Jones) of Phenix City, Charley Nicole Lutz; great-grandchildren,
Jones Preston Lutz of Phenix City and Jeremy Coria Andrade. She will also be missed by

her nephews; Larry Tyler Parker, James David Parker, Richard Hale Parker (Fran
Brunson); and niece, Diane Parker Griffith; extended family and many friends.
She was preceded in death by her parents; sister, Martha Jane Parker Galloway;
nephews, Charles Steven Parker and William Lee Parker; and lifetime best friend, Patricia
Ann Kelly.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the following places: First Baptist Church
WMU Fund, Alabama Land Conservancy, Alzheimer’s Research, or an Alzheimer’s Care
Unit of your choice.
The family would like to share their appreciation to the staff members caring for Mary at
Russell Medical Center Rehab and Alacare/Encompass Health Hospice. Mary was able to
remain at home due to the compassionate support and love of family members, hospice
nurses and special caregivers; Tara Buckner, Sherry Spivey and Mabel Smith — now
family.

All visitations and services will be held in compliance with the mandated rules from
Alabama Dept of Public Health due to Covid-19.
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Tribute Wall
Radney Funeral Home created a Tribute Video in memory of Mrs. Mary Elizabeth
Tyler Lutz

Radney Funeral Home - April 28, 2020 at 11:51 AM

EM

And I thought she loved me and me alone!! I've read the remembrances and see
she had lots of love from all different directions. I remember she taught me how to
snow ski in Gatlinburg and then the next year we went to Colorado to ski. We
canoed together in Arkansas and in Tennessee. And we camped in the state park
in Gulf Shores in 90 mile an hour winds. We had the only tent still standing. I
could go on and on about how she influenced my life. Of course Red too....and
the kids, Lee Ann and Bill. She said things to me that I remember to this day. I will
miss her so. Elizabeth Teague McDow
ElizabethT McDow - May 17, 2020 at 02:14 PM

BH

I was a student in several of Mrs. Lutz’s P.E. classes at Shades Valley High
School from 1965–1968. She made learning fun, and had a real heart for her
students. I feel fortunate to have had her guidance and encouragement during my
teen years. My thoughts and prayers are with her husband, family, and friends.
Sincerely,
Brenda Williamson Harris
Brenda W. Harris - May 13, 2020 at 12:40 AM

DD

Mary was my counselor at Camp Skyline in 1961 and 1962 when I was
completing the 8th and 9th grades. Not only on the waterfront, but also at
Riverside, she and Red modeled graciousness, hard work, and fun while looking
out for these teen-aged girls! Wasn’t I lucky when she was also my PE and
modern dance instructor at Shades Valley High School in 1963. To live in the
same neighborhood at Lake Martin has brought me full circle to an important
person from my youth with great thankfulness.
Debby Davis Denson
Debby Davis Denson - May 05, 2020 at 03:26 PM

PP

One of my favorite people at holt high school! I know she is a big loss for your
family
Pam Pierce
pam pierce - May 01, 2020 at 09:27 PM

EM

Coach, I did not know your mother, but she must have been
a great woman to have raised a kind son like you. May her
beautiful soul rest in peace. Emily Whitley

Emily - April 28, 2020 at 02:51 PM

TB

Coach Lutz was my high school coach at Fairfield, He and Mary lived next door to
my Mother and Dad, so when I went home from college I also had an opportunity
to visit and speak with Coach, a man of integrity with a wife to match. A few times
I would also get to visit with Mary, a woman that was a joy to know and be
around. My prayers are with you and the family Coach; may God's loving arms
embrace you during this time of lost. I do celebrate Mary's homegoing as I can
picture the broad smile on her face as she embraces Jesus in the presence of her
Lord and Savior. She is at peace, perfect, and happy and we will all get to see her
again soon. Love you all!
Terry Baggett
Terry Baggett - April 27, 2020 at 08:20 PM

SK

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Susan Kelley - April 27, 2020 at 02:07 PM

SK

Beautiful Mary Lutz was my Mother's ex in-law cousin (my Dad's cousin). Yet
every school day she would come by and pick my mother up while they were both
teachers at Shades Valley High School (1950's). Mama never drove, so without
Mary's kindness, this job would have been impossible for my Mother. I have
included the newspaper clippings from my Grandmother (Susie Hale Copeland)'s
scrapbook of Mary's wedding and of Cousin Net Tyler's 95th birthday. I grieve
with my Tyler cousins today.
Susan Kelley - April 27, 2020 at 01:58 PM

SK

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Susan Kelley - April 27, 2020 at 01:47 PM

JB

Jill Lutz Bielema lit a candle in memory of Mrs. Mary
Elizabeth Tyler Lutz

Jill Lutz Bielema - April 27, 2020 at 11:34 AM



Ever Upward Bouquet was purchased for the family of Mrs.
Mary Elizabeth Tyler Lutz.

April 27, 2020 at 10:51 AM

MC

Mack & Doris Clark purchased the Emerald Garden Basket for
the family of Mrs. Mary Elizabeth Tyler Lutz.

Mack & Doris Clark - April 27, 2020 at 10:14 AM

SS

As a child, I looked forward to Aunt Mary & Uncle Red’s visits to Iowa & Illinois.
Aunt Mary was always teaching. She was a detailed person and observant. I
appreciated the way she noticed and genuinely cared about me when she visited.
She was a confident woman and I was thankful for her example. I have many
great memories of Uncle Red, Aunt Mary, Lee Ann and Bill. Praying for all of you.

Sheryl Sanders - April 27, 2020 at 12:51 AM

DF

So So Sorry for all the Family. I remember Aunt Mary very well,she was a beautiful
woman and was always smiling. Prayers
Debra Lutz Frew - April 27, 2020 at 08:42 PM

MP

So thankful to have known Mrs Mary Lutz & to have learned so much from her.
She was a blessing to serve with at FBC Alexander City. She will be missed!!
Melinda Poole - April 27, 2020 at 12:38 AM

SC

Mary was a lovely lady. It was an honor and pleasure to
know her. To all of her loved ones, I want you to know you
are in my thoughts and prayers. May you feel God's
comfort and peace today. God bless you all. Please know
that I care!

Sherra Claunch - April 26, 2020 at 03:57 PM

MP

Mary's Dad and my Dad were first cousins. Mary's mother Net and my mother
MaeTyler traveled and played Rook in their retirement years.Mary was a special lady
as you all know and what a blessing to have her in your lives. You will be in our
thoughts and prayers in this time of separation. May God give you peace in your time
of sorrow.
Muriel Tyler Patterson. (as Mary called me... Cuz)
Muriel Patterson - April 26, 2020 at 07:31 PM

